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Defense psycholognsts
try to convince jurors that

the Miami man who hired a E

‘hit man to kill'a federal.
“informant doesn’t deserve
.the death penalty. -~

BY LARRY LEBOWITZ.

. Hebomtz@herald com.

A former high schogl soc-"

. cer star who was convicted of
ordering a hit on a govern-

. ment informant ‘may learn
. today whether he will be the-

- first person in Florida sent to
the federal death ¢hamber..

_ The rare death-penalty

~ question has only gone before

Florida federal juries in five
" prior cases. Fach time, the
juries. opted for life sentences.

On Monday, attorneys, psy--
- chologists and social workers
_portrayed Luis Gonzalez Lau-
zan Jrias a chantable, gentle.

soul who was. a- marijuana-

‘ smokmg adherent of the Ras- -
tafarian rehglon - and the’

victim-of a hfenme o_f emo-

o abuse at the hands of a rac1st
‘ dommeenng father. :

On. cross- examlnatlon,‘ -
~ prosecutor Frank Tamen got
. the experts to admit that Gon-

zalez never was hospitalized,

" never repoﬂ ed any abuse, has
“'no scars, and neyer had a’
,teacher, doctor or- carenger
_report any- abuse

- ’:REPLAYEID CONFESSION

. Tamen «‘losed Monday 5

'heamng by replaying a 25-min:

- ute tape of Gonzalez’s Septem— ,
ber 2002 confession where he
told detectives and federal '

' agents that he urged a Jackson
High buddy to “pumsh” Alex— ;
‘ander Texidot.

Gonzalez “Was conv1cted

earlier: thlS month oni charges-
of ordermg ‘the murder of Tex-.
idor, who was busted by the

U:S. ‘Bureau' ¢f “Aleshol,
Tobdecco and Firearms..and

then - decided ‘to inform omn
- (GGonzalez’s- father and other -

: gunrunners
tional, physical -and mental

Defense attorney Bruce

: ""Flelsher argued a death sen-
tence for Gonzalez is not war-. -
anted because the tnggerman o
and ‘an ' accomplice - who -
: located Texidor’s Hialeah
_apartment were given life sen-
_tences in return for their coop- '

eratxon,

‘Texidor was cooperatmg'v-
; ’Wlth ATF agents on three sep-.
_‘drate cases when he was mur-
“:dered in his Hialeah apartment

on Jan. 28, 2002 — three weeks

after Luis Gonzalez Sr. was

arrested on gun-traffickmg

‘charges. The ¢lder Gonzalez

was sentenced to three years

for filing the serial numbers

-off handguns- and. shlppmg

them to. Honduras.

_The younger Gonzalez has
told many psychologists and
social workers  he .never

__'mtended for gunmain James
. ‘Wiggins to, Kill Temdor e ]ust ‘

scare him.,
" Wiggins, who owed a steep

drug debt to ‘friends of the
| iyounger Gonzalez, testified he
- 'was under the influence: of
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alcohol and dmgs when he _

shot Texidor.

FATHER’ ‘INFLUENCE’ o
Flelsher pointed out - that

t the elder Gonzalez. called his
son two to three times a-day"
 from the federal jail, repeat- .-

edly urging him to retahate‘
agamst Texidor:

“Would we be here today' g
were -it not for his: father’s

influence?” Fleisher asked psy-
chotheraplst Olga Hervis.

- “Absolutely not,” .replied ‘

Herv1s, who examined the

entire family, including the

father, now- at the Federal

Detention Center in down—f -

town Miami. -

Closing’ arguxnents are set -

for 8:30 a.m., followed by jury

instructions from U.S. Dlstnct -

]udge James L Cohn. . .
Unlike state:courts where

- juries recommend but judges’
‘miake the final' call, federal.

. judges cannot overrule a ]ury’s o
decision for death or hfe in

pnson.,




